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American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee

September 1, 2006

Secretary-General Kofi Annan
United Nations
New York, NY 10017

Via Fax: 212-963-7055

Dear Secretary Annan: 

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) is the United States' largest
and oldest grassroots civil rights organization representing the Arab-American communi-
ty.  Our organization has members in every state, thirty-eight chapters, four satellite
offices and headquarters in Washington, DC.  

As Arab-Americans we were appalled by Israel's disproportionate use of military force
against the civilian population and civilian infrastructure of Lebanon during its month-
long campaign against Hezbollah. As Americans we were disgusted by our own govern-
ment's compliance in Israel's actions by its failure to rein in its closest ally in the Middle
East. Many of our members, staff and community had family in Lebanon when Israel's
attacks occurred. Just months ago, this Arab country was on the road to economic and
political recovery after the devastation of a brutal civil war, but now all of that progress
has literally been blown away. And as Americans we realize much of this destruction
was done with the use of American-made bombs sold to Israel.  

This deliberate destruction of Lebanon was recently detailed in a report by the world's
leading authority on human rights, Amnesty International.  This report entitled,
"Deliberate Destruction or "Collateral Damage?" Israeli Attacks on Civilian
Infrastructure," documents Israel's deliberate campaign to not only go after Hezbollah
but to strike against Lebanese civilians and infrastructure. Amnesty alleges these
actions by Israel amount to war crimes and as such the human rights organization has
called upon the United Nations to open an independent, impartial inquiry into possible
war crimes and human rights violations by Israel against the civilian population of
Lebanon.  The American-Arab Anti-Discriminations joins with Amnesty International in
asking you to open this investigation. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. Mary Rose Oakar
President 

CC: Ambassador John Bolton
U.S. Mission to the United Nations
799 UN Plaza
New York, NY 10017-3505


